
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton is an American. All of us say this with spiritual joy, and with the intention of honoring the 

land and the nation from which she marvelously sprang forth as the first flower in the calendar of the saints...Elizabeth 

Ann Seton was wholly American! Rejoice, we say to the great nation of the United States of America. Rejoice for your 

glorious daughter. Be proud of her. And know how to preserve her fruitful heritage.           –Pope Paul VI, 1975

Mother Seton House on Paca Street, Inc. (1962-2009)

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton resided in this house 

for one year (June 1808-June 1809). The young 

widow and recent Catholic convert had been 

invited to relocate from New York to Baltimore 

by Rev. Louis Du Bourg, S.S. Here in the 

more tolerant and supportive environment of 

Baltimore, she opened a school for girls, wor-

shipped in St. Mary’s Seminary Chapel, and 

received spiritual direction from the Sulpician 

Fathers.

 By the spring of 1809, she had discerned 

both her religious vocation and a desire to es-

tablish a community of religious women. After 

she departed for Emmitsburg in June 1809 to 

found the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s, 

the house was maintained by the Sulpician 

Fathers, but rarely used and slowly fell into a 

state of disrepair. Devotion to Mother Seton 

brought visitors to the house over the years, 

but it was not until the late 1930s that interest 

in restoring the house began in earnest.

Rev. James Kortendick, S.S., began work on the house, which included cleaning, painting, 
plastering, making repairs, researching the history of the property, and acquiring furnishings.

Canonization cause for Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton introduced on February 28.

Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton proclaimed Venerable on December 18.

Msgr. William Kailer Dunn spoke to the Catholic Evidence League at the Cathedral of Mary Our 
Queen on May 4 and charged the laity of Baltimore with the responsibility of restoring and caring 
for the Mother Seton House. Between June and December, the project received the approval 
of Abp. Lawrence J. Shehan of Baltimore and Very Rev. Lloyd MacDonald, S.S., Provincial of 
the U.S. Sulpicians. A committee was formed and the fi rst offi cers appointed: Elizabeth Cook, 
Chair, Marian Macsherry, Co-Chair, Stella Morgan, Secretary, Gertrude Lee, Corresponding 
Secretary, Nancy Semans, Public Relations, Josephine Shehan, Treasurer, Elizabeth Heuisler, 
Co-Treasurer, and Rev. Joseph Law, S.S., priest-moderator. A charter of incorporation and con-
stitution were drawn up and approved for the Mother Seton House on Paca Street, Inc., and 
a young businessmen’s committee was formed to support their work. The cost of restoration 
was estimated at $35,000. The Sulpician Fathers pledged the fi rst $1,000. Meyer and Ayers 
Architects of Baltimore were awarded the contract to restore the house with Mr. John H. Scarff 
serving as architectural consultant.

Venerable Elizabeth Ann Seton beatifi ed on March 17. Three months later on June 16, the 
Mother Seton House was dedicated. Baltimore’s Alcala Caravan #16 of the International Order 
of Alhambra, a fraternal order of Catholic men, pledged $25,000 for the restoration and main-
tenance of the house.

Mother Seton House placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton canonized on September 14, making her the fi rst native-born 
American saint. 

Mother Seton House designated a Baltimore City landmark. 

Timeline for Mother Seton House Restoration

Mother Seton House, c. 1963
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After the restoration work was 

completed, volunteers at the 

Mother Seton House maintained 

the home for visitors.

Mrs. Elinor Morgan (above), 

board member and house           

historian prepares the                

upstairs classroom.

Mrs. Elizabeth Cook and Mrs. 

Julia Johansen (left), who both 

served as board president, 

clean portraits of St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton and Archbishop 

John Carroll.
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