
The priests of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, sent to establish a seminary in Baltimore, will strive to develop the 

highest notion of their vocation; ... that it will be a matter of forming all the Apostolic workers whom Divine 

Providence destines to work at strengthening Catholics in their faith ... — Rev. Jacques-André Emery, S.S., 1791

The Sulpicians and the Founding of the Nation’s First Roman Catholic Seminary:
St. Mary’s Seminary & University (1791)

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821)
Foundress, Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton came to Baltimore in 1808. 
She resided in a house owned 
by the Sulpicians on Paca Street, 
where she operated an academy 
for young girls. She professed her 
fi rst vows before Bp. John Carroll 
in St. Mary’s Chapel on March 25, 
1809, and departed for Emmits-
burg at the end of June. The Sis-
ters of Charity of St. Joseph’s  were 
established on July 31, 1809.

St. Mary’s, c. 1840
St. Mary’s Seminary opened on October 3, 1791. The original seminary 
building was located on Pennsylvania Avenue near Paca Street. Eight 
years later, the Sulpicians opened St. Mary’s College (1799-1852), a 
school for boys and young men without religious affi liation. The semi-
nary’s chapel was dedicated June 16, 1808.

Church of Saint-Sulpice, Paris
The Sulpicians are a society of diocesan priests dedicated to the formation of priests 
for the Catholic Church. They were founded by Rev. Jean-Jacques Olier (1608-
1657) in 1641 and derive their name from the parish of Saint-Sulpice, Paris, where 
he served as pastor. Here he established a seminary based upon a spiritual renewal 
of the diocesan priesthood as envisioned by the Council of Trent (1545-1563).

Rev. François C. Nagot, S.S. (1734-1816)
Founding Superior, U.S. Sulpicians

In 1791, the Rev. François 
Nagot together with fellow 
Sulpicians Antoine Garnier, 
Jean-Marie Tessier, and 
Michel Levadoux came to 
Baltimore with fi ve students 
to found the country’s fi rst 
Roman Catholic seminary. Rev. Nagot served as 
superior of the U.S. Sulpicians until 1810 and   
remained at St. Mary’s until his death in 1816. 
He is entombed in the seminary’s chapel.

Bishop John Carroll (1735-1815)
First U.S. Catholic Bishop (Baltimore, 1789) 
& Archbishop (Baltimore, 1808)

When the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore was estab-
lished in 1789, its bound-
aries were the same as 
those for the country. 
At that time, there were 
fewer than 35 priests 

to serve a Catholic population of over 30,000. 
Opening a national seminary to train a native-
born clergy became one of Bishop Carroll’s top 
priorities.

Fearing persecution, the Sulpicians sought to establish 
a foundation outside of France as 
a refuge from the French Revolu-
tion. It was Rev. Emery who fi rst 
approached Bishop John Carroll in 
1790 with the proposal to open a 
seminary in the United States. The 
French seminaries were closed 
and 11 Sulpicians martyred. Rev. 
Emery was arrested, but lived to 
restore the Society in France.

Rev. Jacques-André Emery, S.S. (1732-1811)
Ninth Superior General, Society of St. Sulpice




