
The Sulpicians in Baltimore: Outreach to the Local Community
St. Joseph’s Seminary (1888)
Josephite Society of the 
Sacred Heart

The Josephites (1893) were founded in          
Baltimore to evangelize the nation’s African-
American community. St. Joseph’s Semi-
nary was located next door to the Sulpicians 
on Paca Street and their students attend-
ed classes at St. Mary’s until relocating to 
Washington, D.C., in 1930.

St. Mary’s Chapel (1808)
St. Mary’s Chapel 
was designed by 
Maximilian Godefroy 
(1765-c.1847) and is 
recognized as the 
fi rst example of neo-
Gothic ecclesiastical 
architecture in the 

United States. It was declared a national his-
toric landmark in 1971. The chapel served not 
only the seminary and college communities, 
but the surrounding neighborhood as a parish 
church until 1858. French-speaking refugees 
of color from St. Domingue (now Haiti) were 
among those who worshipped in the lower cha-
pel, or “chappelle basse.” Out of this parish 
was borne the country’s fi rst African-American 
faith community and the fi rst religious commu-
nity for women of color, the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence (1829).

St. Mary’s Chapel 

Mother M. Theresa Maxis Duchemin, I.H.M. (1810-1892)
Founding Member & Fourth Superior, Oblate Sisters of Providence
Foundress, Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Mother Duchemin was a member of Baltimore’s St. Dominguan community. She came 
under the care of Elizabeth Lange and Marie Balas in the 1820s and shared their call to 
religious life. After serving with the Oblate Sisters of Providence for 16 years, she departed 
for Monroe, MI, in 1845 to found the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Mother M. Elizabeth Lange, O.S.P.
(c. 1784-1882) Foundress & First Superior 
Oblate Sisters of Providence
Mother Lange came to Baltimore from the 
Caribbean as a young woman. A gifted 
teacher, she operated a school for chil-
dren of color in Baltimore with her close 
friend Marie Balas in the 1820s. Both wom-
en aspired to religious life and together 
with Rosine Boegue, Almaide Duchemin, 
and Rev. James Joubert they founded the    
Oblate Sisters of Providence in 1829. 

A refugee from St. Domingue, Rev.                    
Joubert attended St. Mary’s Seminary.    
He assumed Rev. Tessier’s ministry in 
1827. Efforts to establish a school led him 
to Elizabeth Lange and Marie Balas, who 
shared with him their desire to enter re-
ligious life. Recognized as a co-founder 
of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, he 
helped to draw up their rule and served as 
spiritual director until his death in 1843.

Rev. James H. Joubert, S.S. (1777-1843)
Co-Founder, Oblate Sisters of Providence 

… Monsieur Joubert, it is not lightly but with reflection that I approved your project. I knew 

and saw the finger of God; let us not oppose His holy will.                              

                                                                                                —Archbishop James Whitfield

Archbishop James Whitfi eld gave his approbation to the Oblate Sisters of Providence’s 
rule on June 5, 1829, which conferred ecclesiastical recognition on the community.

Archbishop James Whitfield (1770-1834)
Fourth Archbishop of Baltimore

Rev. Jean-Marie Tessier, S.S. (1758-1840)
Founding member & Second Superior, U. S. Sulpicians

Rev. Tessier began his ministry to Baltimore’s French-speaking community of color in 
1796. He nurtured members’ spiritual development through the founding of confrater-
nities and classes in religious instruction.




