
Sulpician Alumni: Called to Serve, Educated to Lead

St. Charles’ College
St. Charles’ College (1848-1969) was the minor seminary 
operated by the Sulpicians in Baltimore. The seminary was 
located in Ellicott City from its founding in 1848 through 
1911, when the campus was destroyed by fire. The school 
was relocated to Catonsville at that time, where it remained              
until 1969 when it was closed. Over its 121-year history, more 
than 11,700 young men were enrolled as students.

St. Mary’s Seminary & University
St. Mary’s Seminary & University was established as the nation’s fi rst Roman Catholic 
seminary in 1791. Thirty-one years later in 1822, Pope Pius VII elevated St. Mary’s to the 
status of a pontifi cal university, which allows the seminary to grant  ecclesiastical  degrees. 
The original site of the seminary was Paca Street. In 1929 the “new” St. Mary’s at Roland 
Park opened. “Old” St. Mary’s continued to serve as the Philosophy House until 1969 when 
it was closed. Five years later the seminary building was sold and the property developed 
into a park by the city of Baltimore. The Roland Park campus continues to serve as home 
to the seminary. Since opening, over 7,000 of the men enrolled at St. Mary’s have been 
ordained as priests, including 98 bishops.

What Bishop Carroll has been to the hierarchy of the United States, the Sulpician Fathers 

have been to the clergy; he has been a model of the American episcopate, they have been the 

model of the clergy ...                                                 —Cardinal James Gibbons, June 1912  

Cardinal James Gibbons (1834-1921)
St. Charles’, Class of 1857 • St. Mary’s, Class of 1861 • Ninth Archbishop of Baltimore

Recognized as the leader of the U.S. Catholic Church, Cardinal Gibbons played an important role in improving 
Church-State relations, integrating immigrants into American society, and championing the rights of labor.

Rev. Stephen Badin (1768-1853)
St. Mary’s, Class of 1793

A refugee from the French 
Revolution, Rev. Badin came 
to Baltimore in 1792 to com-
plete his seminary training. On 
May 25, 1793 he became the 
fi rst priest to be ordained in 
the United States. He served 
as a missionary among the            
peoples of Kentucky and                        

Indiana for over 40 years.

Rev. Thomas F. Price, M.M.
(1860-1919) • St. Charles’, Class of 
1881 • St. Mary’s, Class of 1886 
Co-Founder, Maryknoll Fathers 
& Brothers (1911)

Rev. Price fi rst served as a mis-
sionary in the U.S. and founded 
the Catholic magazine Truth.
Maryknoll was established as 
the Catholic Foreign Mission 
Society of America by the U.S. 
Bishops and conceived as an 
evangelizing outreach of the 
U.S. Church in overseas mis-

sion ministry. Alumni of two Sulpician seminaries, 
Rev. Price and Rev. James A. Walsh, were appoint-
ed to develop and administer the program. Today, 
Maryknoll has missionaries in 27 countries.

Rev. Michael J. McGivney 
(1852-1890)
St. Mary’s, Class of 1877
Founder, Knights of Columbus (1882)

Rev. McGivney established 
the Knights of Columbus as 
a Catholic fraternal insurance 
society for his parish in 1882. 
Promoting a unique blend 
of faith and fraternalism, the 
Knights are distinguished by 
their deep loyalties to Catholi-
cism and the American experience. Today, the 
Knights have a membership of over 1.7 million 
and support numerous charitable activities.

Rev. Raymond E. Brown, S.S.
(1928-1998) • St. Charles’, Class of 
1946 • St. Mary’s, Class of 1953

Rev. Brown was one of the 
most distinguished and infl u-
ential biblical scholars of the 
twentieth century. He taught 
at St. Mary’s (1959-1971) and 
Union Theological Seminary 
(1971-1990) and was a guest 
lecturer at institutions around 
the world.  Author of over 30 
books, he was the recipient of many honors and 
awards, including appointments to the Pontifi cal 
Biblical Commission and the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity.


